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“The Greatest Threat to Our Planet Is the Belief That Someone Else Will Save It.”  
Robert Swan 
 
 
It has been a privilege as GFWC Florida 2020-2022 Environment Chairmen to work with 
you and your clubs in providing information, workshops, and challenges to bring 
awareness of what we as champions of our planets face in protecting our environment 
and what we can do to insure we leave a beautiful healthy environment for future 
generations to come. 
 
Reading your reports for 2021 has filled these chairmen with a since of awe and 
inspiration and we cannot thank you enough for all your hard work and for REPORTING 
your projects. There were 690 projects reported, consisting of 35,668 Volunteer hours, 
$37,188 Dollars Donated and $198,971 In-Kind Donations.   Below is just a sampling of 
the projects that were reported that you might like to try in your club too.   
 
* GFWC Sisters of Service Woman’s Club, i-Grow Community Garden of Tallahassee:   
Members started a garden named Plant Love & Happiness, items in the garden support 
families in need within the community.  
 
* GFWC Marianna Woman’s Club, sold reusable grocery bags as a fundraiser which 
helped reduce the use of plastic bags. 
 
*NexTrex challenge was accepted by several clubs and hopefully this will be a project 
that many more clubs will do annually, as it is also teaching children from preschool on 
up the importance of recycling. 
 
*GFWC Orlando Junior Woman’s Club partnered with the Marine Discovery Center in 
New Smyrna where they were shown how to create oyster mats. 
 
*GFWC Woman’s Club of Crestview wrote letters to congress urging them to vote yes 
on more natural resource legislation and educating the public on how they can do their 
part to decrease use of plastics, and carbon footprints. 
 
*GFCW Wesley Chapel Woman’s Club not only collected pop tabs for Ronald 
McDonald House, but they put word of their project on social media gaining the 
attention of the community which helped them surpass their 20 lb goal by collecting 
80lbs of pop tops. 
 
*GFWC Lutz Land O’Lakes Woman’s Club-Butterfly/Sensory Garden for special needs 
children was a huge project that will bring smiles to children and parents alike. 
 
*GFWC Greater West Palm Beach Women’s Club made kitten toys using empty toilet 
paper and paper towel rolls.   
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*Naples Woman’s Club initiated a series called Evening with Environment, which 
created a forum where they can highlight topics that are of interest and concern to their 
committee through compelling speakers. 
 
*GFWC Woman’s Club of Tallahassee:  Plastic Free Initiative, the club board voted to 
use plastic utensils, plates, and cups for their monthly meetings.  Environment CSP 
immediately set out to stop this from happening by citing the GFWC Florida Resolution 
#002 Single-Use Plastic-Education Campaign, Partnership with Plastics-Free Initiative 
and Voluntary Elimination of use, the CSP was able to convince the board that this was 
not a sound environmental decision, and the decision was reversed. 
 
 
Several Clubs held adopt a pet event, spreading awareness to “ADOPT DON’T SHOP”  
 
GFWC Greater West Palm Beach Women’s Club took to heart about the declining 
numbers of Monarch butterflies and raised hundreds of healthy monarchs.  Members 
participated in webinars and zoom meetings learning about gardening for butterflies, 
milkweed, and that when the milkweed is gone you can feed the caterpillars butternut 
squash! 
 
Give yourself a big round of applause because you deserve it! 
 
If you are interest in doing one of the above projects and need more information, feel 
free to contact the club environment chairman, they will be happy to answer your 
questions and of course you can always contact Helen or myself. 
 
There are two words that this chairman would like to impart to all members, and they 
are:  EDUCATE AND LEGISLATE.  These two words will be the key words to help fight 
the battle of recycling. 
 
“I don’t want to protect the environment; I want to create a world where the environment 
doesn’t need protecting.”  Author unknown 
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