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“Plans to protect air and water, wilderness and wildlife are in fact plans to protect man.”   
- Stewart Udall 

 
Congratulations to all the clubs that reported in ENVIRONMENT FOR 2020.   It is with much 

pride and appreciation when at the GFWC Convention last week, it was announced that the First 

Place Award for Environment Community Service Programs went to GFWC Florida!!  That just 

makes these chairmen so excited about reading your club’s reports for 2021!!! 

 

This bulletin was all planned out, but something disturbing was announced August 29, 2021 and 

unfortunately, this is not the first County to do so.  Another County facility has decided that they 

will not be recycling plastic.  Which means all recyclable plastic will be going to the landfills 

and find their way into our waterways, hence Challenge #3, which will get the communities 

involved, help with education, and recycling plastic.   

 

First Challenge:  REDUCE PLASTIC USE----REFUSE, REPURPOSE AND RECYCLE.  

Second Challenge:  STOP THE USE OF PLASTIC STRAWS by going to your favorite 

restaurant and talk with them about the harm plastic straws causes marine life and ask them to 

change to a more ecofriendly straw and to go to your city/county officials and ask for a 

city/county wide ordinance on plastic straw ban. 

Third Challenge: THE NEXTREX PLASTIC FILM RECYCLING CHALLENGE.   

 The challenge begins each year on America Recycles Day, November 15, and lasts until 

April 15.  Go to https://recycle.trex.com for all information.  Get the schools to sign up 

NOW. 

 Go to all schools in your area to ask them to participate in the School Program Film 

Recycling Challenge 

 You club will be the volunteer which will weigh and report the collected materials every 

month and deliver the bags to one of the participating drop-off retailer locations. 

 Schools compete against other schools, Trex provides three recycling bins, poster, 

magnets for each student, award.  First place winners receive a Trex bench, and each 

school receives a participation award made from Trex materials. 

 Not only will your club help in recycling but you will also be educating and inspiring 

young people to play an active role in preserving the environment and making a 

difference. 

 EDUCATE: Have members of your Art’s CSP committee create a coloring book on 

recycling and handout at events or to the schools or hold a coloring contest. 

 LEGISLATION:  Please participate in the legislative hearings in your county! Take action on 

single-use-plastics in Florida.  Visit https://www.plasticsfreeinitiative.org and join 

 Humane Societies all around Florida are seeing an increase of pets being dropped off, you 

can help by volunteering to walk dogs, cuddle kittens, become a foster or help with fund 

raising events. 

 Remember to ADOPT DON’T SHOP 

 Find resources and more on our Facebook page:  GFWC FL Environment/Animal Rescue  
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“Any glimpse into the life of an animal quickens our own and makes it so much the 
larger and better in every way.” John Muir, Scottish-American Naturalist 
 
 

1) FOSTERING. With an overabundance of animal drop offs, now more than ever, 
the need of club members volunteering to foster a shelter animal is in need.  
2020 there were a few reports of members fostering but so many more are 
needed.  Rescues cannot save as many animals if they do not have anywhere 
for them to go so they rely on foster homes to keep them until adopted.  
Fostering an animal is as much rewarding for you as it is for the animal you are 
fostering.  If you cannot foster an animal, then please help the agency spread the 
word about all the animals that are up for adoption. 

2) It is imperative that we take immediate steps to help pollinator populations thrive. 
By doing this we support our own needs for food and support diversity in the 
natural world. We challenge each member to add a plant to their landscape that 
will provide food and shelter for pollinators throughout their active seasons. Who 
are the pollinators? Birds, bats, butterflies, moths, flies, beetles, wasps, small 
mammals, and most importantly, bees are pollinators 

3) Prepare a Pet Emergency Kit for yourself and make a list of the items one should 
have in a kit and pass out to Senior Citizens. Possibly some areas can work with 
their SR Citizen Center to do this. The list of items will be on our FB page. 

4) Join the Purple Leash Project to help people and their pets escape domestic abuse 

together. https://www.purina.com/about-purina/purple-leash-project 

Take a lead for domestic violence victims & their pets. 

HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO GET INVOLVED 

STEP 1 Make a donation to help us create more pet-friendly domestic violence shelters 

STEP 2 Share why this cause is important to you on social media and use 

#purpleleashproject 

STEP 3 Invite others to take the lead and join you in making a donation 

5) Participate in a Virtual Dog Walk to save homeless pets: 
6) https://support.bestfriends.org/ Lace up your walking shoes, grab the leash and 

let the lifesaving begin! October 23 is the day to Strut Your Mutt, Best Friends 
Animal Society’s national event that helps save the lives of homeless pets across 
the country. Those who take part can choose to raise funds for Best Friends or 
for their favorite participating animal welfare organization. But it’s much more 
than a fundraising event. It’s a nationwide movement to make the country no-kill. 

 
Resource Organizations: 
Audubon Society  -  National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration  -  National 
Wildlife Federation  -  Ocean Conservancy  -  US Environmental Protection Agency 
World Wildlife Fund 
 
 

          
 

Patty Fisher 

1017 N Hwy 71 
Wewahitchka, FL  32465 

850-832-9436 

Helen Aungst 

815 West 8th Street 
Panama City, FL 32401 

850-774-9596 

 


