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October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month. Most of us are blessed to consider our home a safe-haven, a place we enjoy being after a hard day of work or volunteering. It emotionally connects us to love feelings with family, friends and even our pets. 

However, for some of us, home is nothing like this. The minute we think about going home, our stomach gets in knots, our anxiety builds as the clock is ticking closer to knock-off time. If already home, we have this fear surfacing as o    ur intimate partner gets closer to walking in that door. This is a scenario of someone living with intimate partner violence. 
What is Intimate Partner Violence 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the term intimate partner violence “describes physical violence, sexual violence, stalking, or psychological harm by a current or former partner or spouse. This type of violence can occur among heterosexual or same-sex couples and does not require sexual intimacy.” 

To make matters worse, we are still in the midst of the Covid-19 pandemic and many are still working from the house, or worse, laid off. It is possible that stress, anxiety and fear of the unknown is escalating in the home. Take that same setting, adding someone that needs to be in control or has anger issues and you have the perfect storm for violence. 
What GFWC Members Can Do 
Now more than ever, we have to be advocates in our communities. Let’s “Break the Silence” of abusive relationship secrets. Below are two new projects your club can do during the month of October to bring awareness: 

· Download the purple GFWC Signature Program Facebook frame and add any of the following hashtags: #BreaktheSilence, #StopDomesticViolence, #IamGFWC. 

· Come up with a creative GFWC video to “Break the Silence on Domestic Violence” and upload on social media, again using above hashtags. 

Look forward to seeing your club creatively advocate in October for Domestic Violence Awareness Month!
Information from Other Impact Areas:
Child Abuse:
As adults, we don’t know where to turn with everything happening in our country right now. Can you even imagine what it must feel like to be a child during this unprecedented time? More than ever they need love, a stable home, structure. How can we help as GFWC members? Start by reaching out to your local Prevent Child Abuse America Chapter, you can find them at https://preventchildabuse.org/get-involved/  

Learn about the Five (5) Protective Factors in their Strengthening Families approach. 


1. Parental Resilience 


2. Social Connections 


3. Knowledge of Parenting and Child Development 


4. Concrete Support in Times of Need 


5. Children’s Social and Emotional Development 

Nearly 700,000 children are abused in the U.S each year. We must be aware! We must work closely with local organizations to let them know we are here, and ready to help! 
Teen Dating:
The Challenge Project for the Signature Program is Teen Dating. We are working with “Futures Without Violence” to bring a special program on Teen Dating Violence Prevention and Awareness to GFWC members. They have an excellent program called “That’s Not Cool” that is written for and by teens. We plan to test out the program with some of our Juniorette clubs. Stay tuned for more information!! 

Campus Sexual Assault:  
College students across the country are beginning to head back to college, some virtual and some in person. If you are a parent or relative of one of these young adults now is the time to have a serious conversation with them about sexual assault on campus.  More than 1 in 4 women and about 7% of men attending college are victims of campus sexual assault.  If you live near a college consider making contact with sororities and fraternities to educate and increase awareness around issues of consent, personal safety prevention and supporting victims.  Check out the resources on these two websites for information and ideas:


It's on Us  www.itsonus.org 


End Rape on Campus (EROC) www.endrapeoncampus.org 

Elder Abuse:  
The senior population is growing fast. Many older adults require special care and are vulnerable to all types of abuse perpetrated by a caregiver or someone they trust. Financial Abuse is becoming a widespread and hard to detect issue. Even someone you’ve never met can steal your financial information using the telephone, internet, or email. Financial exploitation is the misuse, mismanagement or exploitation of property, belongings, or assets without consent, under false-pretense or through intimidation. Seniors lose at $2.6 billion a year due to financial abuse! Unfortunately, many times it is done by family members that the senior trusted to handle their financial affairs. Clubs can help by working with elder care facilities in setting up financial workshops for their residents. Clubs could also develop handouts or brochures, giving the residents resources to contact if they need help with financial questions. There is also a National Elder Fraud Helpline at 833-372-8311. 

Violence Against Native American Women: 
November is a time for all of us to celebrate American Indian Heritage Month. Please go to the National Indian Country Clearinghouse on Sexual Assault (NICCSA) and the list of Tribal Women’s Shelters. By contacting a tribal shelter near you, you can offer support and gather information about the work that they do. 
Military Sexual Abuse:
Since there are military installations in almost all states, the contact information and local organizations will be specific to each state or region.  There are only three organizations that deal with Military Sexual Assault that we have found.  Within the military, there is the Family Advocacy Program and the Department of Defense (“DoD”) Safe Helpline (877-995-5247) that offers 24/7 crisis support to victims.  Outside of the military is the Protect Our Defenders Foundation: www.protectourdefenders.com or email at info@protectourdefenders.com  

Please share any information that you find with other clubs within your district, state or region, and with this GFWC Committee.  What can you do?  Seek information from the Family Advocacy Program on a local military base.  Support local resources, which provide safe houses, counseling services and medical care for survivors in the areas of the military base.  Spread the word throughout your community of the need for support of these victims.  

Human Trafficking:  
Many corporations, cities, and states sponsor conferences to provide a deeper understanding beyond just an awareness of human trafficking with a goal to provide education about primary prevention strategies and to empower individuals to make an impact. September 21st - 23rd the Poe Center, Raleigh, NC is presenting Human Trafficking: Beyond Awareness with Primary Prevention, with two days of Keynote Addresses and Panel Discussions. Tickets begin at $35 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/human-trafficking-beyond-awareness-with-primary-prevention-tickets-105807902284  and include information on accessing each day’s online, live-streamlined event. North Carolina ranks in the top 10 states with calls to the National Human Trafficking Hotline. 

Deborah A Gibbs, MSPH, has been leading expert research since 2009 within the United States emphasizing trafficking of children and youth. Her keynote speeches will address definitions of human trafficking, common misperceptions surrounding trafficking, specific strategies for prevention of trafficking victimization, and the larger societal agenda for prevention. The conference panel of experts will discuss human trafficking and offer perspectives covering legislative actions, the education community, and preventionists. 

· Monday, September 21, 2020 - VIP Event, Poe Center Annual Meeting, and Beehive Exhibit Unveiling 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

· Tuesday, September 22, 2020 - Keynote Address and Panel Discussion 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

· Wednesday, September 23, 2020 - Keynote Address and Panel Discussion 7:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. https://www.poehealth.org/events/poe-center-annual-meeting-2020/ 
Another virtual conference is also occurring in Indiana on September 21-22, 2020. The National Criminal Justice Reference Service: Indiana Coalition to End Sexual Assault & Human Trafficking is sponsoring the Statewide Sexual Assault and Human Trafficking Conference on September 21 – 22, 2020. Register at 317-624-2370 or email info@indianacesa.org  https://icesaht.org/icesa-annual-sexual-assault-human-trafficking-conference-info-page/  

Legislation:
Check out these GFWC legislative issues on the GFWC website.

STOP Online Child Sexual Exploitation
Urge the Senate to pass the EARN IT Act, S. 3398, which revises the legal framework governing the prevention of online sexual exploitation of children by removing liability protections for tech companies related to child sexual abuse materials.

End Campus Sexual Assault
Victims of sexual assault require specialized medical treatment and counseling services. Campus sexual assault survivors suffer high rates of PTSD, depression, and drug or alcohol abuse which can hamper both the ability to succeed in school and future employment. Educational equity for women and girls requires fair, responsive, fully developed campus sexual assault policies, knowledgeable administrators, and ultimately, an end to sexual violence on college campuses.
Success for Survivors Scholarship 
The scholarship application can be found on the GFWC website. Click the drop down menu under “What We Do”. The direct link to the application is www.gfwc.org/success-survivors/ and the deadline for submitting scholarship applications is February 7, 2021. 

The Starfish Project
The Honorary Chair of the GFWC Signature Program is Jenny McGee, Founder and CEO of 
The Starfish Project.  The Starfish Project is also a GFWC endorsed fundraiser and all proceeds from any products purchased from The Starfish Project through June 28, 2022 will go to GFWC’s Success for Survivors Scholarship! Check out the Starfish Project’s necklaces, earrings, bracelets, rings, and garments. Order your next favorite piece of jewelry today through this dedicated link https://starfishproject.com/?utm_source=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gfwc.org%2F&utm_medium=utm_medium%3Dreferral&utm_campaign=utm_campaign%3Dgfwcfundraiser (which is also on the Starfish Project GFWC web page)!
Dates to Remember:
October 


Domestic Violence Awareness Month – wear purple

EU Anti-Trafficking in Human Beings Day (October 18)
November

International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women (November 25)
Resources:
	NCADV's 2020 DVAM Toolkit is Here!


	


	 Today the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence (NCADV) released its 2020 (now annual) toolkit for survivors, advocates, and allies  to use during Domestic Violence Awareness Month (DVAM). The toolkit includes information, background, sample messaging, templates, and content helpful for raising awareness and educating during DVAM.[image: image2.jpg]



“As a survivor-centric organization and as part of our work to continue to lift survivors voices, support advocates and address the issues of domestic violence, I am always very pleased to see the new version of our DVAM toolkit," said Ruth M. Glenn, NCADV President/CEO. "It is our intention to make this available to any and all who care about the issue to help inform others, provide support and inspire.”

The toolkit’s 2020 theme is #PowerUp, which encourages “engagers” to consider their power as individuals and as part of a larger collective devoted to reducing and eliminating domestic violence in the United States. The #PowerUp toolkit includes ...

●    Details about NCADV and DVAM

●    Ideas and suggestions for DVAM in the Time of COVID-19

●    Information about Domestic Violence (including graphics, links to blog posts and fact sheets, and online resources)

●    Samples and Templates

●    More Ways to #PowerUp with NCADV

In addition to the assets made available by NCADV, additional elements from the Domestic Violence Awareness Project as well as Everytown for Gun Safety are included in the toolkit to provide a robust and informative resource to survivors, advocates and allies nationwide.

To get your copy of the #PowerUp toolkit, visit www.ncadv.org/newsletter and check the #PowerUp DVAM Toolkit box before submitting your information. An email will immediately be sent to you containing the toolkit. 


	National Coalition Against Domestic Violence | (303) 839-1852
Like to Read?
Consider one of these books from our 8 focus areas!
Intimate Partner Violence – Grace Will Lead Me Home by Robin Givens

Child Abuse – A Private Family Matter by Victor Rivas Rivera 



(available on GFWC Marketplace)

Teen Dating – Dreamland by Sarah Dessen

Campus Sexual Assault – Lucky by Alice Sebold

Elder Abuse – Stealing Joy by Glynnis Walker Anderson

Violence Against Native American Women – Sharing Our Stories of Survival 
Edited by Sarah Deer, Bonnie Clairmont, Carrie A. Martell & Maureen L. 
White Eagle

Military Sexual Assault – Women Under Fire by Sarah Blum

Human Trafficking – Girls Like Us by Rachel Lloyd
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